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HATER-BORNE  FOREIGN  TRADE  OF  SELECTED   PORTS 
JANUARY,   1948  AND  DECEMBER,    1947 

Exports — Thousands   of  Long  tons 

Port 

January 
1948 

December 
1947 

Percent 
of  change 

Newport  News .... 
Norfolk 

5,792 

6,575 

-12 

940 
836 
721 
588 
344 
334 
311 
208 
1,511 

994 
833 
806 
669 
336 
453 
259 
199 
2,024 

-5 

-11 
-12 

♦2 
-26 
♦20 

♦5 
-25 

Philadelphia.... 

Ijnports — Thousands  of  Long  tons 

Port 

January 
1948 

December 
1947 

Percent 
of  change 

Philadelphia. . . . 

3,952 

4,509 

•12 

1,166 
676 
612 
257 
197 
156 
122 
103 
664 

1,453 

68  J 
714 
233 
226 
101 
226 
155 
739 

-20 
♦2 
-14 
♦10 
-13 
♦54 
-46 
-34 
-1.0 

Exports— Millions  of  Collars 

Port 

January 

1948 

December 
1947 

Percent 
of  change 

i    Philadelphia.... 

j     San  Francisco... 

Newport  Neva.... 

811.3 

851.1 

-5 

431.0 
70.5 
47.4 
35.1 
28.1 
22.4 
19.9 

458.4 
65.0 
37.5 
35.6 
26.6 
21.0 
31.9 

-6 

♦8 

♦26 

-1 

♦  6 

♦  7 
-38 
-16 
-10 

141. 8 [             157.2 

Ieports — Millions  of  Dollars 

Port 

January 
1948 

December 
1947 

Percent 
of  change 

417.8 

449.9 

-7 

219.5 
40.9 
29.9 
28.1 
26.0 
17.2 
13.5 
5.6 
37.1 

233.8 
35.7 
38.0 
24.9 
36.7 
17.  S 
13.1 
10.5 
39.9 

-6 
♦IS 
-21 
♦  15 
-29 

-1 

♦  S 
-47 

-7| 

Philadelphia. . . . 
San  Franc iaco... 

Prepared  In  the  Foreign  Trade  DiTlaion  of  the  Bureau 


The  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Department  of  Commerce,  announced 
today  that  the  total  water-borne  foreign  commerce  of  the  United 
States  amounted  to  9,745,000  long  tons  in  January  1948,  a  decrease 
of  15  percent  from  the  December  total  of  11,531,001/  long  tons 
and  a  decrease  of  29  percent  from  the  1947  monthly  average  of 
13,655,000  long  tons.  At  the  same  time  the  value  of  water-borne 
foreign  trade  declined  from  $1,301.0  million  in  December  to 
$1,229.1  million  in  January  which  also  represented  a  decline  of 
5  percent    from    the   1947  monthly   average  of  $1,287.9  million. 

From  December  to  January  combined  export-import  shipments  on 
dry  cargo  vessels,  representing  74  percent  of  the  total  foreign 
trade  tonnage,  fell  off  12  percent  and  6  percent  in  shipping 
weight  and  value,  respectively,  from  8,219,000  long  tons  at 
$1,245.0  million  to  7,206,000  long  tons  at  $1,167.3  million. 
Although  January  witnessed  a  decline  in  the  tonnage  of  tanker 
shipments  to  2,519,000  long  tons  in  comparison  with  2,865,000  long 
tons  the  previous  month,  there  was  an  increase  of  11  percent  in 
the   value    of  these   shipments    from   $55.8  million  to   $61.7  million. 

The  shipping  weight  of  both  exports  and  Imports  during  Janu- 
are  followed  the  general  pattern  as  exports  at  5,972,000  long 
tons  and  imports  at  3,952,000  long  tons  represented  a  drop  of  12 
percent  in  each  case.  The  value  of  January  exports  and  imports 
also  declined  to  $811.3  million  and  $417.8  million,  respectively, 
5  percent   and    7  percent   below   the   December  value    figires. 

Atlantic  Coast  Forts. — During  January  the  foreign  commerce  of  all 
Atlantic  Coast  seaports  amounted  to  6,858,000  long  tons  valued  at 
$882.8  million  or  70  percent  of  the  shipping  weight  and  72  per- 
cent of  the  value  of  the  total  foreign  trade  of  the  United  States. 
This  represented  decreases  in  shipping  weight  and  value  of  11 
percent  and  8  percent,  respectively,  from  the  trade  during  Decem- 
ber 1947  and  decreases  in  shipping  weight  and  value  of  16  percent 
and  5  percent,  respectively,  from  the  1947  monthly  average  of 
8,146,000  long  tons  at  $932.4  million.  Exports  totaled  3,609,000 
long  tons  and  $553.6  million,  while  imports  amounted  to  3,249,000 
long  tons  and  $329.2  million. 

The  port  of  New  York  accounted  for  2,136,000  lonr  tons  ($650.5 
million),  Baltimore  for  1,448,000  long  tons  ($52.3  million),  and 
Philadelphia   for  1,010,000  long  tons    ($58.0  million). 

Gulf  Coast  Ports.— Twenty  percent  of  the  shipping  weight  of  all 
exports  and  imports  during  January  or  1,954,000  long  tons  ($218.6 
million)  was  handled  in  Gulf  Ports.  Foreign  water-borne  commerce 
in  this  area  was  3  percent  heavier  than  in  December  1947  but  11 
percent  less  than  the  1947  monthly  average  of  2,468, 000  long  tons. 
Exports  amounted  to  1,522,000  long  tons  valued  at  $180.7  million, 
as  imports  reached  432,000  long   tons   valued  at  $37.9  million. 

Foreign  trade  at  the  port  of  New  Orleans  amounted  to  541,000 
long  tons  with   a  value   of  $96.5  million   during  January   1948. 

Pacific  Coast  Ports. — Although  the  total  foreign  trade  of  Pacific 
Coast  ports  decreased  from  817,000  long  tons  in  December  1947  to 
769,000  long  tons  in  January,  which  represented  a  drop  of  19  per- 
cent from  the  1947  monthly  average  of  944,000  long  tons,  the  value 
of  water-borne  shipments  this  month  increased  to  $117.4  million, 
an  Increase  of  2  peroent  over  the  value  figure  in  December  1947 
and  5  percent  over  the  1947  monthly  average  of  $112.1  million. 

of  the  Census. 


Of  the  total  trade  in  this  area,  export  shipments 
amounted  to  558,000  Ion?  tons  ($6j.?  million)  and  im- 
ports totaled  211,000  long  tons  ($47.9  million),  as 
compared  with  last  month's  export  shipments  at  589,000 
long  tons  ($71.7  million)  and  imports  at  228,000  long 
tons   ($43.3  million). 

Great  Lakes  Ports. — During  January  foreign  trade 
through  the  Great  Lakes  ports  amounted  to  120,000  long 
tons  at  $2.1  million,  representing  decreases  of  79 
percent  in     shipping  weight     and  81  percent     in  value 


from  the  Deoember  1947  trade  figures  of  578,000  long 
tons  valued  at  $11.0  million .  As  a  result  of  the  win- 
ter curtailment  in  foreign  trade,  this  area  contri- 
buted only  1.2  percent  to  the  total  United  States 
foreign  water-borne    commerce. 

The  table  below  presents  the  shipping  weight  of 
the  water-borne  foreign  trade  of  the  United  States 
during  January,  1948  and  Deoember,  1947,  and  the 
monthly  average  for  the  year  1947,  by  type  of  vessel 
and   by  coastal  area: 


Shipping  weight  in  thousands  of  long  tons 

Type  of  vessel  and  coastal  area 

Total  trade 

Exports 

Imports 

January 
1948 

December 
1947 

Monthly 

average 

1947 

January 
1948 

December 
1947 

Monthly 

average 

1947 

January 
1948 

December 
1947 

Monthly 

average 

1947 

9,745 

11,531 

13,655 

5,792 

6,575 

9,250 

3,952 

4,509 

4,405 

7,206 
2.519 

6,858 

1,954 

769 

120 

43 

8,219 
2,865 

7,720 

1,890 

817 

578 

79 

10,526 
3,129 

8,146 

2,468 

944 

2,040 

58 

5,170 
623 

3,609 

1,522 

558 

97 

7 

5,876 
699 

3,965 

1,495 

589 

504 

22 

8,140 
1,110 

4,753 

1,986 

770 

1,729 

12 

2,056 
1,896 

3,249 

432 

211 

23 

37 

2,343 
2,166 

3,755 
395 
228 

74 
57 

2,386 

2,019 

Atlantic 

3,392 

Gulf 

482 

175 

311 

46 

COVERAGE 

Export  figures  include  reexports  and  Lend-Lease 
and  UNRRA  shipments,  trade  between  the  Territories 
and  Possessions  of  the  United  States  (Alaska,  Hawaii, 
and  Puerto  Rico)  and  foreign  countries,  and  shipments 
to  United  States  government  agencies.  Excluded  from 
export  figures  are  shipments  to  the  United  States 
armed  forces  abroad  for  their  own  use,  shipments  by 
the  Department  of  the  Army  to  occupied  countries  under 
its  Civilian  Supply  Program,  shipments  between  Conti- 
nental United  States  and  the  Territories  and  Posses- 
sions, and  shipments  between  the  Territories  and 
Possessions.  Exports  by  vessel  are  credited  to  the 
Customs  District  and  port  at  which  the  merchandise 
was  laden. 

The  import  fibres  are  general  imports  and  repre- 
sent  the   total     of  imports   for     immediate   consumption 


plus  entries  into  Customs  bonded  storage  and  manu- 
facturing warehouses.  Imports  by  vessel  are  credited 
to  the  Customs  District  and  port  at  which  the  merchan- 
dise was  unladen,  even  though  this  may  be  different 
from  the  Customs  District  in  which  the  goods  were 
entered  into  warehouses  or  entered  for  immediate 
consumption. 

Shipments  on  Army  or  Navy  operated  vessels  and 
shipments  in  transit  through  the  United  States  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  are  not  included  in 
either  the  import  or  export  figures.  None  of  the  ex- 
port or  import  figures  have  been  adjusted  for  change 
in   price  level. 

The  data  presented  in  the  following  tables  are 
preliminary  and  include  revisions  which  have  been  made 
since  the  release  of  data  for  December  1947. 


•  FOREIGN  TRADE  REPORTS  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS 

Summary  reports  showing  monthly  data  on  United  States  foreign  trade  are  issued  as  follows: 

FT  900  -  Overall  total  export  and  import  data;  no  country  or  commodity  detail. 

FT  930  -  Exports  and  imports  by  economic  classes  and  leading  commodities;  no  country  detail. 

FT  950  -  Exports  and  imports  by  countries  of  destination  and  origin;  no  coramodity  data. 

FT  970  -  Foreign  trade  by  United  States  Customs  Districts;  no  commodity  or  country  data. 

FT  972  -  Water-bome  foreign  trade  by  United  States  Customs  District  and  ports. 

FT  973  -  Water-borne  foreign  trade  by  trade  area. 

FT  975  -  Entrances  and  clearances  of  vessels  by  United  States  Customs  Districts  and  areas. 

Additional  detailed  commodity  and  country  data  are  available  in  the  form  of  the  other  FT  reports. 
A  catalog  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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